Characteristics of the Offspring of Women with a History of Malignancy, Excluding Congenital Malformations.
To study the characteristics (except congenital malformations) of offspring born to women with a history of malignancy. Data were obtained by linkage between four different Swedish national health registers. We compared the offspring born between 1994 and 2011 of women with a history of malignancy with all other infants. Survival of the infants was followed up through 2013. Adjusting for confounders was performed using Mantel-Haenszel methodology. We identified 7315 infants born to women with a history of a malignancy diagnosed at least 1 year before delivery. The total number of deliveries in Sweden in these years was 1 746 870, with 1 780 112 infants being born. We assessed rates of intrauterine death, preterm birth, low birth weight, and the nature of intrauterine growth. We also examined neonatal diagnoses (asphyxia, chronic respiratory condition, intracranial hemorrhage, jaundice, hypoglycemia, CNS symptoms) and infant death. In women with a history of malignancy, we found no significantly increased risk for stillbirth or infant death. There were elevated rates of preterm birth (OR 1.50, 95% CI 1.37 to 1.64), very preterm birth (OR 1.89, 95% CI 1.54 to 2.32), and low birth weight (OR 1.50, 95% CI 1.34 to 1.68). There was a significantly increased risk of birth asphyxia, jaundice, hypoglycemia, and low Apgar score among infants born to women with a history of malignancy (OR 1.24, 95% CI 1.15 to 1.33), and this risk was maintained after excluding infants born after IVF. We found an increased risk of preterm birth and low birth weight among infants of women with a history of malignancy, and as a result, found an increased risk of neonatal morbidity. No significant increase in risk of intrauterine or postnatal death was noted.